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San Marcos, TX
With our 107th Annual Meeting just months away, it’s 
time to reserve your room for the event, which will be 
held April 2–4, 2026, in San Marcos. We’ve met in the city 
three times, the first in 1917 and the most recent in 2010. 
In 2026, we will gather again at the Embassy Suites San 
Marcos, an all-suite hotel. 

Room rates are $160 per night, which include complimen-
tary parking, breakfast with a cooked-to-order omelet 
station for overnight guests who book their accommo-
dations using the Texas Folklore Society link, as well as a 
complimentary manager’s happy hour. 

You can reserve your room online here. When making 
your online reservation, adjust the dates you intend 
to stay, as the website will auto-populate extra days to 
accommodate those who wish to arrive early or stay late 
to explore the San Marcos area. You can also reserve 
your room by calling the hotel at (512) 392-6450. To be 
included in the TFS room block and receive our special 
rate and amenities, you must mention the Texas Folklore 
Society when making your telephone reservations or 
use the link above. Reservations must be made before 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026.

For individuals ready to explore San Marcos, Visit San 
Marcos has a Deals and Discounts program that offers a 
library of discounts that can be saved to your smartpho-
ne’s home screen. For more information or to sign up for 
the free program, log on to www.visitsanmarcos.com/
deals/

Stay tuned to your email inbox for more information about 
our 107th Annual Meeting, including program details, 
which will be shared in 2026.

Dear Paisanos,

There’s no time of year more packed with folklore than 
this. From Halloween until New Year’s seems to be nonstop 
traditions whether it’s food, music, or other customs. 

This fall in what I’m hoping will soon become a tradition, 
I was able to bring two Tarleton students with me to the 
annual meeting of the American Folklore Society where one 
of them presented a paper. This was a great opportunity for 
those students to learn more about the world of folklore, 
but also spotlights the value of the partnership between 
the TFS and Tarleton State (this is the first time any Tarleton 
student has presented at this national conference). 

That graduate student, Shala Scarlato, also presented as 
part of the TFS panel at the East Texas Historical Association 
annual meeting in October, along with Paisano David 
Gode, and Clear Horizons Early College High School student 
Kennedi Brown. 

One of the highlights of my fall was getting to attend the un-
veiling of Texas’s first Legends and Lore Marker in November 
(which you can read more about in this newsletter). It was 
a moving opportunity for me to see the important role that 
folklore plays in shaping and maintaining community. We’re 
also happy to see that this exciting roadside marker program 
is gaining some momentum. 

Our next publication, Gather Round: Gatherings in Texas and 
the Southwest, is at the printer, and we hope to have it in 
your hands soon.   

As always, I want to thank all our Paisanos who volunteered 
for TFS at events around the state this summer and fall. 
Amanda and I couldn’t run this organization without your 
assistance. We look forward to seeing many of you at our 
annual meeting in San Marcos this coming April. It will be 
here before you know it!

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=SNMESES&arrivalDate=2026-04-01&departureDate=2026-04-04&groupCode=90H&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
http://www.visitsanmarcos.com/deals/
http://www.visitsanmarcos.com/deals/
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Freedom Colony Film Headed to Public Television

HAPPENINGS

A project decades in the making is 
shedding light on East Texas Freedom 
Colonies. Raise Your Head Up, a film by 
Paisano and TFS board member Richard 
Orton, will be made available to public 
television stations in early 2026.

“Raise Your Head Up is a film that 
took me eight years to make, but it 
really began in 1988 when I visited the 
freedom colony of County Line in nor-
thwest Nacogdoches County for the first 
time,” Richard said when announcing 
the film’s debut. “That was when Monel 
and Leota Upshaw agreed to allow me to 
come to their home, make photographs, 
and learn about the history of County 
Line.” 

Monel was the 16th of 17 children born 
to Guss and Ella Upshaw, co-founders 
of the community beginning  the 1870s. 
Curiosity and surprise motivated Richard 
to dig deeper.

“I had learned in my history classes 
that emancipated African Americans 
only became domestic servants and/

or share-croppers on a white person’s 
land,” he said. “That turns out to 
be false… and an example of how 
the basic human qualities that Black 
people always possessed continued to 
be ignored and dismissed after they 
became free. Many emancipated African 
Americans had the agency to form their 
own communities and provide for most 
or all of their needs under very difficult 
circumstances.”

Richard’s only objective in the beginning 
was to satisfy his curiosity, enjoy the 
family, and take photographs.     

“After 25 years, I decided that I should 
at least make a book about the Upshaw 
family that I knew,” he said. 

The University of North Texas Press 
published The Upshaws of County Line: 
An American Family in 2014. A couple of 
years later, the School of Art at Stephen 
F. Austin State University created a 
traveling exhibit based on the images in 
the book, and it toured for three years.

“During that time, I met descendants 

from three other 
freedom colonies, 
formed relationships, and learned about 
their histories,” Richard added. “That led 
to the creation of this film.”

Raise Your Head Up, with the spon-
sorship of Austin’s KLRU, will be made 
available to public television stations in 
early 2026 by American Public Television 
(APT). You may also view the film now 
on YouTube here.  

Richard Orton

The Upshaw family of County Line inspired a book and movie that shine a light on Texas Freedom Colonies.
									         Photos by Richard Orton

https://www.tamupress.com/book/9781574415711/the-upshaws-of-county-line/
https://www.tamupress.com/book/9781574415711/the-upshaws-of-county-line/
https://youtu.be/ebfjYhUqHlw?si=1pOy8_lhUQHQUbq_
https://www.tamupress.com/book/9781574415711/the-upshaws-of-county-line/


T EXASFOLKLORESOC IETY. ORG                                                                                                              FALL  2025  |   3 

State’s First Legends & Lore Marker Unveiled

HAPPENINGS

By Dina López, Senior Advisor to the 
Junta Patriótica

Plataforma Jiménez was granted Texas’s 
first Legends and Lore marker by the 
William G. Pomeroy Foundation and the 
Texas Folklore Society, its Texas folklore 
partner. The marker was dedicated at the 
Plataforma Jiménez building in Melvin on 
November 1. 

Built in the late 1930s, the Plataforma 
was the location for the fiestas patrias 
(patriotic festivals) celebrations of the 
colonia Jiménez (Melvin’s Mexican 
community). Often there was a Ferris 
wheel, and families set up puestos 
(kiosks) outside, where they sold 
tamales, showed movies, and held bingo 
games. Often a well-known musical 
act—like Grammy award-winning Flaco 
Jiménez, or the father of conjunto music, 
Beto Villa—was contracted to play music 
for dancing. The fiestas brought people 
from McCulloch and its surrounding 
counties together in the largest and most 
interesting Mexican celebrations this side 
of San Antonio. 

In addition the music and the food 
the cultural traditions also include the 

legends that live in the stories. Did they 
really happen? Everyone who was there 
say they did. Like the time the groom 
turned into Melvin’s own Lochinvar 
and ran off with one of the bridesmaids 
during a wedding reception. Sometimes 
there were fights because the guys from 
nearby Brady got jealous when their 
girls went to Melvin for the dances. 
One time during the middle of a dance, 
everyone saw that one of the men on 
the dance floor had been shot. The 
shooter (everyone knew who it was) 
handed the gun to his wife; she hid the 
gun under her skirt; and the storyteller 
jumped out a window “because,” she 
said, “I didn’t want to be next!” During 
another wedding reception, some of the 
men from Brady were upset that a guy 
from Melvin had stolen one of their girls. 
They went to Melvin and threw big rocks 
through the Plataforma’s huge open 
windows. One rock hit the drummer’s 
bass drum and broke a huge hole in it; 
another hit the lead singer in the chest. 
After they had tired themselves of 
throwing rocks, the attackers pulled out 
the firearms, and there was an all-out 
gunfight. 

The Plataforma was also a central 
location for the Latin American Parent 
Teachers Association to meet and discuss 
solutions to the Melvin school board’s 
de facto segregation policies, and at 
one point served as overflow classroom 
space when the school buildings set 
aside could not hold all the Mexican 
students who had enrolled that year. I 
know this because my mother told me 
she attended classes there in fourth 
grade.

During the 1930s through the 1970s, 
the building was a node for shared 
knowledge, identity, and a sense of 
belonging for the colonia Jiménez. A 
Legends and Lore marker commemorates 
the building, but that is not the final 
chapter in its story. It is being restored as 
an event center, with the proceeds going 
towards a scholarship fund for agri-
cultural students in McCulloch County 
and surrounding regions. And, I would 
venture to say, the stories will continue—
but probably without the gunfights.

Left to right: Manuel Piña, Jr., David Martinez, Ted McNeely, Mary 
Elma Rowell, Joe Johnson, Kristina Downs, Dina Lopez, Larry Peel, 
and Ramiro Castañuela. 			 

https://www.wgpfoundation.org/historic-markers/jimenez-hall/
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MEMBERSHIP

BIENVENIDOS  
NEW MEMBERS!>>

Farewell, Joyce
It is with heavy hearts that we share the news of the passing 
of a Texas Folklore Society legend and leader. Lifetime member 
Joyce Gibson Roach, 89, passed away on June 6, 2025, in 
Southlake. 

Known for her humor, 
grace, and kindness, 
Joyce was a treasured 
longtime member who 
served as president 
1975–1976 and was 
named a Fellow of the 
Texas Folklore Society 
in 2005. She was the 
author of non-fiction 
books, short fiction, 
and juvenile fiction, 
as well as a folklorist, 
grassroots historian, 
rancher, and naturalist. 
Joyce was also a member of the Texas Institute of Letters, an 
honoree in the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, 
a three-time Spur Award winner from Western Writers of 
America, and past national president of the Horned Lizard 
Conservation Society, just to name a few. 

Joyce was born on December 18, 1935, in Cleburne. You can 
read her obituary here.  

Kelly McMichael, Carbon

Judith D’Amico, Glen Rose

Laura Gibbs, Austin

WC Jameson, Llano

Ayden Castellanos, Austin

Luke Colley, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas

Alexis Villareal, Martindale

Brenda Russell, Canyon Lake 

Becky Trammell, Burkburnett

Shieldsmith Family, Taylor

Charles Gentry, San Antonio

Lagrone Family, Austin 

Karol Chandler-Ezell, Nacogdoches

Mary Grace Ketner, San Antonio

Michael Magers, Dallas

Rachel Galan, Alto

Raul Martin, Vidor

Curious Twins Tours & Events, San Antonio

Tijerina Family, Marshall 

Wayne Lynch, League City

Brittany Roberts, Austin

Timothy Brown, Austin

Kurt House, San Antonio

Josephine Seelingson, San Antonio

Bill Gaupp, Houston

Cynthia Morales, Corpus Christi

Monica Smith, San Antonio

Carl Norwood II, Dallas

Karen Garrett, Mountain City

Alex Helm, Arlington

Director 
Recruitment 

Four leadership positions—the vice-
president and three directors—will expire 
in 2026. With the recent annoucement 
that Blaine Williams will be resigning his 
position, we are also seeking a treasurer.

If you’re interested in serving or would 
like to nominate someone, please contact 
the Home Office at TexasFolkloreSociety@
gmail.com or (254) 459-5445.

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/dallas-tx/joyce-roach-12407421


T EXASFOLKLORESOC IETY. ORG                                                                                                              FALL  2025  |   5 

MEMBERSHIP
Texas Book Festival Outreach a Success

Lori Najvar, Kristina Downs, Susan Moore, and Vanessa Rogers volunteered to share the good news about TFS at the 30th Annual 
Texas Book Fesitval in Downtown Austin. 							       Photos courtesy of Lori Najvar

Texas Folklore Society members joined forces to 
share information about the organization with 
a large crowd of book lovers at the 30th Annual 
Texas Book Festival on November 8 and 9 in 
downtown Austin. 

Dozens of festivalgoers requested more informa-
tion about the Society, which has spurred several 
new joins. Many thanks to Executive Director 
Kristina Downs, who manned the information 
booth throughout the two-day event, as well 
as volunteers Lori Najvar, Susan Moore, board 
member Vanessa Rogers, TFS President Jo Virgil, 
Karen Fitzjerrell, and Mary Margaret Campbell.     

A first-time book fest volunteer, Karen said the 
experience was a positive one, and it felt good to 
know she was helping promote TFS.

Thanks, ladies! 

Mary Margaret Campbell, Kristina Downs, 
and Karen Fitzjerrell.

Kristina Downs and TFS President Jo Virgil.
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MEMBERSHIP

The Texas Folklore Society prides itself on being the best time you can have 
for the best price. While we intend to maintain that, rising operational costs 
have created some budget difficulties. 

Following an announcement made during the business meeting at our 
Annual Meeting in April, the Texas Folklore Society Board of Directors has 
made the difficult yet prudent decision to increase membership dues. Our 
current dues rates were set in 2004, when a dozen eggs cost $1.34 and 
gas cost $1.78 per gallon. They are no longer sufficient to cover the cost of 
producing and shipping our annual publication.

The rate increase will help us remain a strong and active organization. As a 
reminder, members receive a complimentary copy of the book each year.

Below are the rates that will become effective at our next membership 
renewal date in mid-January. Please note if your profile is set to auto-
renew, you can expect the new rate to be charged to your credit or 
debit card. Please also note that auto-renew is the default setting in our 
members management software, MemberClicks.  

Membership Category	 Effective January 2026

Student			   $15 (currently $15)

Individual		  $45 ($25)

Organization		  $75 ($25)

Family			   $50 ($30)

Paisano Grande		  $100 ($50)

Individual Lifetime	 $750 ($500)

Family Lifetime		  $1,000 ($750)

If you’ve considered upgrading to an individual lifetime or family lifetime 
membership, now is the perfect time, before rates increase in the new year. 
Old rates, with $250 lifetime membership savings, will remain effective until 
January 1. If you would like assistance converting to a lifetime membership, 
please email the TFS Home Office at TexasFolkloreSociety@gmail.com

Membership Dues  
Increase in 2026

TFS board member Allan Chapman performed at 
Dobie Dichos, creating a musical tribute to J. Frank 
Dobie’s word portraits of coyotes. 

Donna Ingham photo

mailto:TexasFolkloreSociety%40gmail.com%20?subject=Lifetime%20Membership
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GIVING

Donating a Vehicle  
as Easy as 1, 2, 3...
Did you know that donating your car, truck, motorcycle, RV, or 
boat to the Texas Folklore Society could be the easiest thing 
you do all day? Here's how it works: 

1.	 Call (855) 500-7433 or complete the online donation 
form here. The vehicle donation support team is available 
seven days a week and will happily answer any questions. 

2.	 Schedule your free pick-up: A licensed tow company will 
pick up your vehicle at a convenient time – all at no cost 
to you. 

3.	 Receive your tax receipt: When the vehicle sells, we'll 
send you a thank-you letter and any necessary documents 
you need for your tax-deductible gift.

Many thanks go out to a few Paisanos for their Facebook fundraising efforts. The social media platform 
allows users to create fundraisers and deliver donor dollars to approved nonprofits like TFS.  Since late 
2024, we have collected almost $1,100 as a result of birthday fundraisers. 

Through a few clicks and shares, TFS members John Pelham, Kristina Downs, and Amanda Jenkins 
asked their family, friends, and followers to support our mission .

“Facebook fundraising is a fun and easy way to raise crucial funds for TFS,” Amanda, who serves as 
office manager, said. 

If you would like to host a Facebook fundraiser, navigate to the TFS Facebook Fundraiser Page and 
click Raise Money. 

Facebook Friends, Family Donate to TFS

For more than 115 years, the Texas Folklore Society has 
collected, preserved, and shared the practices and customs 
of the people of Texas and the Southwest. We’ve made our 
mission a reality through annual publications, yearly meetings, 
and regular presentations and outreach. Through our 
partnership with Tarleton State University, we hope to sustain 
for another century—or longer. 

The university and College of Liberal and Fine Arts have been 
gracious hosts and partners through our first years at Tarleton, 
and the partnership has entered a new phase—a critical five-
year funding period as we work toward building endowments 
to support the Society.

A campaign to fund the Texas Folklore Society operations 
endowment—with a $1 million goal—is currently underway. 
According to Janice Horak, Executive Director of Development 
and Planned Giving at Tarleton, reaching the milestone will 
allow the endowment to be “sustainable in perpetuity.” 

The operations endowment can be used to fund things such 
as the office manager’s salary, annual meetings, publications, 
marketing, special events, and more.

The endowment is invested with the Tarleton State University 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization established to provide 
financial assistance to the university “primarily from earnings 
on endowed funds, gifts, or property.” The Foundation acts 
independently of the University and the Texas A&M University 
System solely for the benefit of Tarleton State.

Many thanks to a few early donors who kickstarted the 
campaign; it has collected almost $100,000. Donations of any 
amount are tax deductible, welcomed, and appreciated.

To contribute to the operations endowment, contact Janice 
Horak at (254) 968-9857 or JHORAK@tarleton.edu 

Campaign to Fund  
Operations Underway

https://careasy.org/nonprofit/texas-folklore-society
https://www.facebook.com/TexasFolkloreSociety/fundraisers
https://www.facebook.com/TexasFolkloreSociety/fundraisers
https://careasy.org/nonprofit/texas-folklore-society
https://www.tarleton.edu/foundation/about-us/
https://www.tarleton.edu/foundation/about-us/
mailto:JHORAK@tarleton.edu
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Texas Christkindl Market •  November 28–December 23  •  Arlington

Lone Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Apline  •  Feburary 19–21, 2026  •  Alpine

Lone Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Bastrop  •  February 18–21, 2026  •  Bastrop

41st Annual Texas Storytelling Festival •  March 12–15, 2026  •  Denton

Texas Folklore Society 107th Annual Meeting   •  April 2–4, 2026  • San Marcos

Real Places Conference 2026 •  April 8–10, 2026  •  Austin

Alliance for Texas History Annual Conference •  May 27–29, 2026  •  Fort Worth

Have an event to share? Please submit to: 
TexasFolkloreSociety@gmail.com

             ROAD TRIPPIN’
		      Upcoming Events

The roadrunner, Paisano in border 
Spanish, has been the official mascot 
of the Texas Folklore Society since 
1932. J. Frank Dobie and society 
members chose this bird because it 
epitomizes the free spirit of the brush 
country. Paisano is also a common 
moniker used when greeting fellow 
TFS members & friends.

Did You Know?

HAPPENINGS
Thank You, 107th Annual Meeting Sponsors!

John & Rita 
Pelham

https://txchristkindlmarket.com/
https://lonestarcowboypoetry.com/schedule/2026/alpine.html
https://lonestarcowboypoetry.com/schedule/2026/bastrop.html
https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CcWZe1KGK/
https://www.thcfriends.org/real-places-conference/
https://www.alliancefortexashistory.org/2026-conference
https://www.thcfriends.org/real-places-conference/
mailto:TexasFolkloreSociety%40gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20Events
https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/
https://www.easttexashistorical.org/
https://www.dobiedichos.com/
https://untpress.unt.edu/
https://tupress.org/

